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AN ANCIENT RELIC,

Interesting Mementoes of the
“Father of His Country.”

REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENTS.

We publish herewith the fac-simile of a letier from
pne ol whom It bas been writien, ‘‘Masons exult
that the name of Washington stood enrolled on
the (st of brestran, and they will cherish the re-
membrance of nis virtues and his serviees as s
Heh legacy for their emulons example,”

In Japuoary, 1782, certnin members of the fra-
ternity in New York forwarded 1o their ilustrions
fellow workman s number of Masonic orosments,
with an address expressive of their admiration
for 'his ‘characier as aman and & Mason, It
srought forih the above reply.

It will be observed that the |ettec as 1t has
come down to us I8 written all over with the
marxs of old age. The original, though carefuily
transmitted from generation to generation, is
fim, discolored and bears the pecoliar brownish
punt thot one may ees in aoelent books. It
® ikewlse creased and worn, and here and
jhere is broken, yet, aa 18 lliustrated in onr ¢at,
lender nands have reveroutly svught to check tho
ravages of ims and prevent farther decay. We
refer to the bits of paper which before the ma-
jority of our readers were born were nsed to unite
ihe diesevered seams. It will be moticed that In

Melelt band lower corner of the Arst page ls a
peculiar knob-llke figure. This reprosents a lold
M Washington’s halr,

Few of the writings of the Father of his Country
rontaln more In a small space that is charaoteris-
ke of him a4 & parriot snd o Mason than does this
lerter, He says:—*If my endeavors to avert wne
#vil with which this conntry was tbreatened by a
deliberate pian of tyranuy shouid be crowned
with the success that 18 wished, the praise 18 due
o the Grand Arcbltect of the Universe, wno did
RO g0 fit to sufler His superstructures and jus-
tice to be subjected to the ambition of the princes
¥ this world, or to the rod of oppression in the
\ands ol ANY person upon the sarth.”

In 179¢, fourteen years alter the above words
vere written, and when his secoond term was
Irnwing to » close, A commltiee was appointed to
sforp nn address to be presented cn the ensuing
Feast of 8t. Jonn, Descember 27, to the Great
Master Workman, our illustrious Brother Wash-
incton, on the occasion of nis intended retirement
from publle iabors.” The address was pressuted,
and elicired the following reply :—

“FELLOW ITIZENS AND BROTHERS OF THE GRAND
LoDGE OF PENNSYLVANIA:=—l have recelved your
sddress with all the reellugs ol brotherly affection,
mingled with those sentiments for the society
which it was calculated to excite,

“To have becn Iln nny degree an instrument in
the banda of Providence to promote oréer and
anion, and erect upon a solid foundation the trie
principins of governmend, I8 oniy to have shared
with masy othars io a labor the result of whien,
jet us nope, will prove through all sges a sanc-
tuary for brothers and a lodge for the virtues,

“Permit me to reciprocate your prayers for my
temporal happlness, and to supplicate thas we
may aid meet hereafter in rhat eternal temple
whose oullder 14 the Great Archltect of the Uni-
yerae."

On the 14th of Dz2cenber, 1709, the ‘ureat Mas.
ter Workman' died, omd in one of tie luneral
orations incrdent to the sad occaston we find the
fol'owing eloquent tribute to and description of
bix Masonie character:-—

“Animated with o generous ph'lantbropy oar
geceaserd hrother arly songht admlssion inte onr
aucient and honorabls traternity, at once to enable
Mim to cherish with advantage |is heaven-born
principles and ealarge tie sphere of ineir vpera.
tions. }

wHe caltivated our art with scdulous attention,
and never lost an opportunity of advaseing the
fnterests or promoting ibe nonor of the crafr.
While Commapder-in<Chief of the American
Revolutionary ariiy he coantenanced ths es
tabiishwent, and encourag=d the labors of a
travellinz lodge &mong the military, Iie
wisely constdered It a  schosl of urban-
Ity, weill calcularea to  dssetninate  those
mild virtues of the aeart so ornamenial to the
puman charycter, and 4o pecallariy nsergl to cor-
rect the lerocity of soldisrs and alleviate the
migeries of war. The cares of his bigh oMea pra-
ginded nis engaping in the daties of the chair, yet
he indulged [regoent opportapitles of visit-
Ing the lodge, and thought It ro deroga
tion irom s dignity there to stand on a level
with the srabcen. Troe to onr principi=s on ail
peeasivhs, &0 incident once ocourred which en-
phied bim to displary their Innuence 1o his foes, A
pody of Amorican 1ro0ps 10 ~ome sacoessiul en-
sounter with the enemy possesssd themssivesn,
among other booty, of the jewei® and furniture of
R dritlah traveling sodge of Musons. Tals prop-
eriy was imnediataly direeied vy the Com:nander-
fu=Uhiies to be returncd nnder a Nag of troce to its
former ITOPrICtors, Accompanied by a messige
purportng that the Americans did not make war
apon inskitutions ol bruevoiedesr,

w(} his attachment to our Order it 15 Aot Doces-
sty thar we shonid diate, It 8 & part of the
written mstory wuleh links bis nome with noaay.
inz tmmoriality. His letters snd responses on
freqoent occasions breaine throughuol the =pirt
of brotoerly love, aud evince a na'nral aptilude
for the tenets of our royal art which has rarely
peon equalied and never surpassed. Nothing can
more highly conduce to the honor ana prosperity

ol Masonry than a successful imitaton and emu-
lation of s brignt example.”
AN INCIDEXT OF THE REVOLUTION-
ARY WAR

Montgomery Lodge No. 08, of this city, has In
Its possession several memorials of tue Revolution-
Ary war ol a véry Interesting charscter. Whoile
the army was encamped In New Jersey a pariy ot
American Iroops was sent out on a fOrRgIng expe-
dition, and on thetr way fel!l in with a noember of

Britush xoldiers, who had been placed on gnard
pver some baggage whicn had been removed to a
distant piace. A skirmish ensoed, and they wers
taken prisoners and, with their baggaze, carried
jo the American army. On nn examination of the
baggage & Templar's sash and a Master's apron
were found, whicn excited so ne surprise among
the soidiers, and were jmmediately carried to
the tent of the Commander-in-thiel, As soon as
his eyes fell npon them he gave immediate innirue-
tion that the oagEage should be careiwlly pro-
tected jrom Injury ; that inqguiries sooald be made
after the owner of thess articles, and, 1f found,
that bie be reguested Lo repar immodmeely 1o nis
tent. The latter goun mnade hin appearance. Kiod
woras and frieodly gresttogs attended his recep-
tion, He was treated with the ntmost cars while

» prisoner, and was soon  after sent home |

lo Englahu on parole, attended by

all the comivrts and convenlences which it waa |

possinle to bestow upon bim o those umos of
trounie, Tos parson was Sergeant Kelly, of ths

Hritish aroy, who, aiter dis arcival home, hived to |

& guoil ol age, and preserved that sa<h and apron
With Lhe greatest care.  On Dis dylog bes, sur-
Founded by s kKindred, and among the number
Wiks an old andd tried ariend, & brother of the mys-

tie fie, he Brdered the sosn and aproo to be proe |

anced. and ealitng ms oid Irend aad  brether o
bls #ia¢ eXxacted & promise Jrom  him  to
iorwerd, alter his  death, the same to Mont
gomery Laodas, in the clty of New York, with an
BCCOTIPRAYINE 0L er, stating it ro be 4 memento 1o
the frnternity of the kindness and frasernal re-
para of George Wasniogton woward an Rumble
Lrother and s atranger, and as & testimonial that
the memary, of the just 5 blessod and shad live
ana fouish UKe the grean iy sroes, These relics
were presenien 1o Montgomery lLodge in 1804,
woste they oW remasla and are preserved with
(ne gromtest care,
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“THE GREAT MASTER WORKMAN.”

FAC-SIMILE OF A MASONIC LETTER OF GEORGE " WASHINGTON.
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WASHINGTON'S WAR LODGE AT MOR-
RISTOWN, N. I

Tne great Order which claima an existence |

Away down the centuries jurther back than even
the buliding of King Solomon's Temple, and
which teday will formsh siriking and
imeosing preof of Its grest power and growtih
In this country, har & record over tn New Jeraey
eariched wita precious recollections of the
“Father of s Conatry,"” the tlinstrions Franeo-
Alnerienn compatriot of Waskineton, General the
Murquis de Lafayette, as well us groeat humans
f#ing and profepsional Inflnenced. . A9 In New
York and the osher States, so in New Jerssy, the
tiny Masonie acorn  pianted centuries ago
has grown I8to A great, poweriul oak,
wnoae heanehes overspread the antire State (rom
the Hadaon to the Deiaware and (Tom the bilis of
Suasex to the white shore Iringe of Cape May.
The order in New Jorser tncludes now, as it has
ever done, a large share of the moat distingnished
and meost highly respected endzens, On its rolis
Arn to be found, bestdes the names of Washington
and Lafiyette, those ol governors, senators, con-
gresamen, clergymen, editors, judges and the
most noted of Iawyers, lending manalfacturers

| and mechnnics. Among Masons (he bretaren of

New Jersey are
NUTED FOR THEIR PROFICIRNCY
and great exactoess I working the degroea®
i for thelr comparative [reedom MMom members
who are “nos in govd standing. ™
TAE OLDET LODGE

in the State Is 4t Jopn's, No. 1, of Newark, a
Indge whien, Jor som? years past, has been
strongly tinged with ol Jogylam, but which,
pevertheleas, has a record more brightly tila.
miusted than any other Jersey lodae, St Jahwe'y

THE MEDALLION.

In the sntique frame which encloses the
letter of Washington, above printed, is a
medallion portrait of the “Great Master
Workman.” We have not attempted to re-
produce the picture, for it is ancient auvd
faded, but upon the back of it s an in-
scription, of which the following is a fao-
gimile. It will, doubtless, be treasnred by
sl who revere the mementoes of the past
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is not the first established lodge, though it Is thir.
teen or fourteen years older thap the Republio;
but it 18 the oidést now In exisience in the State.
There was n St Jonm's before It, bat that aled
out, and In It4 stead aprang up the present si,

Jonn's. From !ta relatious with George Washing- |

ton avd Lalayette, which hereaflier will be de-
seribed, this venerable lodge s not only & sabjert
of great inierest fo the entire Masonlc fraternlty,

DUt poss. Asos
A NATIOXAL INTEREST.

Its first meeting took place on Moy 13 1761, at n |

tavern o Newark, ealied the “Rising sun,” Iis
first oMears were Willlam Tuckey, Worahipful
Master; Lewis Ogden, Senlor Warden; Jamos
Nutmann, Juntor Warden; Gaoriel ugden, Treas.
arer; Moses Ogden. Secretary. Among 198 charter
members wns the Rav. Mr. Rrawn, rector of Trin-
iy ehnreb, Newark. He was greatly revered by
the bretnren, for the records show that on St
John's Day, In 1702, he wan presented with a riech
suit of sscerdotal robes, costing £19 108, for which
presentation . ihe lodge received ‘*his and bis con-
gregation's thanks.” Imring the war of the Revo-
mtton o fow members of 51, John's Lodge sook
mides with King Georgre; but, to taelr honor be (t
sold, the great moajority east thelr 1ot with thelr
couniry and lurnished both offieers And pri-

vales lof the American Army under Washing. |
ton. Faw meetings wers held duning those tmey |

that truoly ‘ried men's souls: but the lodge poin
with pardonatie and even landable pride to he
jacs that 1ta records wore writien, mot on the old
Englah atamped paper, which George Guelipu's,
aaministration vainly Iried 1o forea on the ameri.
can people, but on sheeis which to 1Ais aday baar
the proud federal eagle of the new-born Repuabdlic,
WASHINOTON, LAVAYETTE AND ST. JORN'S
The inlMstion of Lafarests juto the Masenic

| Ordsr took piace 1n this comntry whin Be wes
! Just emerging into manhood. He was withia four
months of being twenty-one when Fredericksbure
Lodge, in Virginia, entered bim aa an “spprentics
| Mason" urder a apscial dispensation of the Grand

Lodge of Virginia, It was not until 1780 that he
| was “raised 0 the sublime degrec of a Master
Mason,” and given authority to bear the badge
“more aucient than the Goulden Fieece and
more honcoravle than the Star and Garp-
ter or any  other embiematic honot
of prince or potentate.' This evani
took place at Morristowns, N.J. Ina lodge organ.
iged under o travelling warran!, Gsnoral Wash.
logton being pressnt. St Jouan's lary reasonable
elatm to 1he houor of making Lafayetts a Mason,
foranmuch as her jowels were used On rhs occs.
sion, as is sec forth in an emanation of & 81, Joan's
| member as follows :—

D -~
[ When Washington with mvyetic rites -
By Morris’ camp fire's jurid liehts,
The sacred altar puce and bright of Masonry
erocted

Bt. John's her jewels gladly pent

To grace that sry lodgo Intent,

With joy we halied the great event of Lafayetis
elncted

&

- -
The jewels referred to are entered upen St
John's records as tollows:—*Twenty-fonr aprons,
two ebony (runcheons, four large candlestioks,
three large candie moulds, ons silk pedesial cloth,
bonna with silver lace ; n damask cushion, a silves
key, o blne ribbon, striped with biack, and a silver
level, gquare and compass, with plue ribbon.” OF
these articlesa the only one now in possession of the
lodge 15 one of Lhe truneneons. Home yeArs ago the
(odge room of 81, John's was broken into by thisvea
and all the jewels were earried off, including thoss
used by General Washiogton in the ceremony of
making Lalavette a Master Mason—all buot tie
truncheon referred to, The thieves, doubtless,
sold the silver jewels for ola siiver, ignorant of
their hundrea-fold preciousness to Freemasons.
When Lafavette revisited this country after the
war for independence he attended a communl
eation of St John's Lodge, on  whieh
nccasion the ‘jewels used at Morrlstown im 178
were ngain nsed, The chalr Lalayette sat in as
Muaster of 51, John's for the time being I8 sl pre.
aerved by the lotge and held in great reverence,
Hut the brightest page 1n St. John's history is te
be herswith rewritten, Tnis lodge lays lawral
elaim 1o naving been the first organization of any
kind mm thls countey to

CELEBRATE WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY.

The occasion of its doing 50 was on Febroary
22, 1792, Beven Years prior to the death of theie
most H'ustrions brother, the Father of his Country
and the hero of the Revolution. Waanington died
Peeember 19, 1793, and A Jonn's Lodge
postpaned its onstomary Testivities on
st. Joan's Day and, instead, turoed the
oceaslon Into one of deep mourning for
the losa Sustalned by 1t In common with
the wnole country. ‘Ihe rfoillowing 224 of Februs
ary, 1800, the lodge celebrated, for the second
time, the birthduy of Washington. The celebra-
tion was one of great solemnity. Among those
taking leadlog parta in it wera the Right Rev-
Bishop Ogden, of the Eplscopal church; Rav. Dr.
MeWhorter, the distinguished Irish-American
Presbyterion of Newark—one of whose streets is
pamed afier him—Judge Houdinot, Dr. Burnes
and a host of distinguished brethren, Toe oration
was dellvered by Willlam Halsev, an eloquent
Jersey lawyer of that day. FEver sino# the 23d of
February hns been annually commemorated by
the loage,

The lodge has ever held bigh repute in and oul
of Masonie cireles, and has on I8 roll of member-
ship the names of some of the very bsat citizens
of Newark tor the last 114 years and évan more.
It went on for many years prospering anl te
prosper, * In the year 1823, however, so great al
outery bad been ralred agalnst Masoary U i,
John's officers deemed 1t impradent to erll
St. John's Day with the customary progeWsion, &6
Genernl Lafayette's visit the same Yoar had v
effect of quieting the popuiar omtbreax and St
John's increased ita membership. Soon aftes
however, the Morgan excltement and the fury
agamst the Masons broke out with increased
foree. The Order was denounced in press and
pulpit. Members were assaulted in the streets
and lodge reoms attacked with stones and othey
misslles, Many lodges were closed. Between the
yoars 1828 and 1833 St. Johm's Lodge
had not more than & domen meetings. Nof
a ningle application for membership wa
made during the interval. Oa  January 4
15234 the lodge formaly deeided to hold mo more
meetings nntit the storm should blow over: and
it was not until December 2%, 1838, tnat the loage
reorganized and resumed its ‘‘regular communi
eations.” On the occasion of tha reorganization
| §rand Master Jonn 8. Darey presided and & com
| munication was read from the Grand Lodge of the
| state permitting 8t John's to resume ita iabora
| Sinee then the aifairs of the lodge have prospered
a0 that 1t 18 now the mother joige of quite a fame
ily of lodges in Newark and other parts of the
State. Thers I8 but one more important fact iz
@1, John's history to relate. Out of complimen!
to Grand Master Breasley, mamber of Cougress in
1787, 1t walved 1ts title to No. 1 in mvor of Breasiey
Lodge. In 1842, however, St, Jonn's resumed i
original title of No. 1. It !s thus shown, la the
foregoing matter of Masonie record, that Jersey
Masons have n full fitle to & front rank among,
the bretaren and also 1n the Centenninl lnatre of
the Republic.

MASONRY IN THE OLD WORLD.

Iu England Freemasonry hoae, from early times,
ocraplsd a prominent position, a direct line o
Grand Mastera belng traced back to A, I, 697, a0
which time Austln ine monT, was Grand Master,
and Trom that time Many Swinent men Nave ocou
pird the Orientai chair. ‘The oMee-bearers for
1574-5 are:—Grand Master, His Royal Highness the
Prince 0l Waics, K. G.; Depaty Grand Master, the
Right Hon. tha Farl of Carnarvon; the Right
fHon, Lord Henry Tnynne, M. P, Semor (rand
Warden, Under the regisiry of England there are
1.045 lodges and 01,750 members, which mamber
ship inclodes Jodges in Ansitalia, New Zealand,
| India, China, New South Wales, Spain, South

Airien, Burmah, Jamalea, Harbaaoes, Demarars,
Brazil and other countries.
BCOTLAND AND IRELAND.

The Gragd Lodage of Scotland has for ifs Girand
Master Sir M. Il Snaw.-Stewart, Bart.; Deputy
Grand Master, the Right Ilop. the Earl of Rosiyn, 419
lodges and 21,000 mambers, I'ie Graod Master of
Ireiand is His Grace the Duke i Lrinster; Depasy
Grand Master, Robert Wyliam Spekieton; Seutor
Grand Warden, Lord Visconnt Powerscours, K P.j
572 lodgen and 15,400 members,

GERMANY, ITALY, SFAIN AND PORTUGAL.

The Grand Lodge o1 Priussia has for oflicers Hu
Royal Majesty King Williaw L., Protector; the
Urown Prince Frederiek Wililam, Deputy Pros
tector; 208 iodges and 35,107 members.  Italy has
05 jodgen, 151 chapters and LLOM members, 3paio

' mas 108 lodges and 4,900 memburs. Poriugal’s
etier oMcers are Comte de Paroty, peer of the
kingdom, Soversign Grand commander; Consetl

Jtetr Josd ne Silva Menas Leal ilonar, Minister oi
| seate, Deputy Grand Commsnder; 57 lodges aad
2,500 members.

MASONRY 1IN OTHER COUNTIRIRS,

Framce has 204 lodges, 10,500 members; Beigium,
T4 lodges, 2,18, members; SWilzariana, M lodges
1,80 mombera: Norway amd Swedoen, 33
106,800 member<; Hangary, 3 loages; Turkey, 1
lndges ; Luxemonrg, £ loages; Denwark, ¥ 4
ureere, S Jodges: The Netheriwnds, 08 IIIIQGJ
Turkey in Ana, 10 100res: Ching, 0 log LTS
odEes ; dormal, 8 o0ges; ERy it 11 looges: sin-
gapore, 1.ooges; Japan, 6 lodges; Jerusalem, )
Jouge ; sonivh Africa, 36 lodges ; Laberm (Airiea), 3
Jodges: Perata, 00,000 memivres ;. Arabu, ¢
mambers; New South Wales, 31 \mun;
New Zealand, 50 lodges; India, o lodges; South
Ansvralis, Tasniania pna Vietoria, 95 jodges.

EUMMANY.

Following are eioemenis of the number of
lorigea and membersnlp o Norh and  south
Amerien and majooent islauds, carefuily eomplied
from the most rellable sonrces of nformartion ;=
United  States, 8,060 |oages, (24,640 members;
Nova scotia, 63 lodgrea, 3,14 memoers; iiritsn Co.
lumbia, 10 lodges, 510 members; Uanada (Untirio),
324 Joages, A0 wmembers; l]mmc. 07 lodges
1,781 memuers; New Brunswick, 49 lodges, 2,080
members; Mexico, 1% onges, 626 memoers; Hay i,
18 judgen; Cub, 7 1o0ges; 1 Rica, 2 jodges
Nicaragua, 4 lodges: Venezuein, b lodges; Rd
Grenada, 23 longes ; Ul S0 todges;  Paraguar,
17 lodyres; Urnguay, ls lodges; St Dumilugo, ¢
|lodlﬂ; san salvmdor, & tedue; Gastemam, 1

loage ; Manama, 1 iodges; United States of Colum.
| vim. 40 lodges; l'n-ﬁn lodges ; Argentne Coufeds

eration. 12 lodges; Grasil, 104 lodges; Sandwich

Islands, 3 jodgen ; Prince Edward's Lsiand, § lodges:

Nussan, 6 lodges,




